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 INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR
Organizer:        Center of cultural initiatives, Petrozavodsk
Supported by:  Nordic Culture Fund, 
                          Ministry of Culture and Public Relations of the Republic of Karelia, 
                          Cultural Policy Institute (Moscow)

Time: 

     September 4 – 10, 2006

Address: 
     Media center “Vyhod”, Karl Marx Ave.14, Petrozavodsk 

Phone: 
     +7 (8142) 76 14 41, 78 38 04                                                                                                                   E-mail: 
     exit@museums.karelia.ru  

An unusual seminar will be held in Petrozavodsk the 4th of September till the 10th of September 2006 - the “Folk Barents Theatre”.
This international project is carried out by the Centre of Cultural Initiatives with the support of Nordic Culture Fund, Ministry of culture and public relations of the Republic of Karelia and Cultural Policy Institute (Moscow).
The “Folk Barents Theatre” project was preceded by the successful experience of creative co-operation between the Russian folk group “Rosynka” (Petrozavodsk) and Norwegian group “Boknakaran” (Tromsǿ). This was a musical project “Moja på tvoja” (2000) based on the old traditions of coexistence and cooperation of Russian Pomore and Norwegian fishermen in the Barents and the White Seas. The project included a series of concerts in Norway and Russian Karelia and production of a CD-ROM. Another important international network experience laying a the basement of the project was the “Burying Mozart” performance staged by the artist Sergey Terentjev and the producer Elena Kuzina (Petrozavodsk) in 2002/2003 in Karelia and Germany. 

The “Folk Barents Theatre” seminar is a creative workshop joining together an international team of artists. It includes: folk group “Rosynka” (Petrozavodsk, Karelia), “Boknakaran” group (Tromsǿ, Norway), musician Leo Sevetz (Petrozavodsk, Karelia) and ” Folkswagen” band (Joensuu, Finland), “Rumspringa” duo (Copenhagen, Denmark), puppeteer Alexander Tretjakov, actress Victoria Fjodorova, actor and producer Valery Cheburkanov, composer Victoria Sergeenko, Sergey Terentjev – artist and the leader of the project (Petrozavodsk, Karelia).

The result of the seminar will be a musical performance - “The story of the Fishers and the Fish”, which will be shown on stage of the “Creative Workshop” theatre in Petrozavodsk. Its general scenario written by Sergey Terentjev joins traditions of folk street theatre and contemporary visual arts (multimedia, animation) together. There is Russian, Norwegian, Finnish, Danish old and new folklore, traditions of peoples, which have centuries-old common history of living in the North, at its basement. The plot of the performance is the Norwegian fishermen’s travel to fair in Russia and their adventures on the way which are helping them to know something more about themselves and their neighbours. Besides simple and humorous situations presented by musicians and actors, the audience of the performance will hear the traditional and new songs about love, about Motherland, about the sea, - wedding and drinking, joyful and sad singing from different northern lands. Since the participants of the performance are singing and speaking in different languages, the elements of puppet theatre and animation cartoons illustrating the essence of the songs and the main plot of the performance will be the clue to the audience comprehension.

The idea of the project is aimed at the overcoming of mutual stereotypes and prejudices by means of theatre, music, humour and games. The seminar participants hope that this kind of a live show will become their cultural income into the fight against xenophobia, same as into the improvement of good neighbourly relations between ordinary people and artists living in the Nordic Countries and Russia. One of the main tasks of the project is to enhance cultural interchange in the North-West of Europe and to form a positive perception of each other by different nations – close neighbours.

“The story of the Fishers and the Fish” performance will be shown at the “Creative Workshop” theatre (Kirova str. 12) in Petrozavodsk on the 8th and 9th of September 2006 at 19:00. 
